Young Researches Receive European standard Medals for Road Transport reseach
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The Young European Arena of Research





Young researchers from across Europe were awarded medals last week for the Young European Arena of Research 2008 competition. The students were awarded the prestigious prizes during the Transport Research Arena 2008 Conference in Slovenia last week, in front of 1,200 delegates from across Europe. 
YEAR2008 is a student competition funded by the European Commission through FP7 and coordinated by UCD Urban Institute Ireland, University College Dublin. Other partners were FEHRL, ZAG and Continental Automotive. It is a competition for Postgraduate (Masters or PhD) and final year Undergraduate students working within road transport research.  It was open to early-stage researchers registered in a college or university from across Europe1. 

Students from across Europe had to submit their abstract online, and of the 300 online applications, fifty finalists were selected by a panel of about 40 judges from across Europe and brought to Ljubljana in Slovenia to exhibit their work at the Transport Research Arena 2008 under six different Pillars. 
During the final judging process at the Conference, the Senior Judges (Pillar Leaders) discussed and decided upon the Gold, Silver and Bronze medal winners of each Pillar. The students were awarded their medals during the Opening Ceremony, where the European Commissioner for Science and Research Janez Potočnik, and ERTRAC Chairman Wolfgang Steiger presented the prizes to the students. 
All abstracts fell into one of the following 6 Pillars:
1. Energy, Environment & Resources

4. Automotive Design & Production
2. Safety & Security



5. Infrastructure Design & Production
3. Transport, Mobility & Infrastructure

6. Future Visions of Road Transport
Within the fifty finalists, we had a spread of representatives from such countries as Germany, France, the Netherlands, Italy, Finland, Spain, UK, Sweden, Portugal, Ireland, and more. The Gold medal winners came from France, Sweden, UK and Ireland, all of whom are listed on the website.
The scope of the applicants included all aspects of road transport from Geotechnics (e.g. slope stability) to Structures (e.g. bridges), Pavements, Logistics/Planning, Transport Economics, Mechanical Engineering (automotive), Safety, Security, Energy and the Environment. 
There was even a category for creative ideas – "Future Visions" – where applicants were invited to let their imagination fly and present their vision of where road transport will be in 20, 50 or 100 year's time! 
300 online applicants from 28 different countries were received, all of whom have abstracts describing their research posted on the website (http://year.fehrl.org). 
Patrick Mercier-Handisyde from the European Commission described YEAR2008 as “An excellent exercise to bring young researchers together to show and share their work and to establish networks and relationships with potential users (e.g. industry, road authorities, etc.). The project is a good example of strengthening the European Research Area by opening new avenues of communication between researchers“. 

Jorgen Christensen from the Danish Road Institute, who was also a Pillar Leader for YEAR2008, said “Innovation is a must if road transport shall become capable of meeting the many and often conflicting demands of society. It is therefore critically important to attract the attention and ambitions of well qualified young researchers to work on the many demanding R&D tasks which precede such innovations. The YEAR competition is an excellent way of highlighting and stimulating the role and opportunities for young researchers in these important and rich fields of science. “

Professor Eugene O’Brien of UCD Urban Institute Ireland, organiser of the competition, says: "There is a wealth of Transport research being carried out in Europe's universities – by students from all over the world. Our PhD students spend many years developing new processes and techniques to make our roads safer, greener and smarter. It is a goal of the YEAR competition to ensure that they do not work in dark rooms by themselves – the YEAR2008 website is now a showcase of the research that is taking place all over Europe. It includes hundreds of abstracts describing the work of our students – and provides links that allow anyone to make contact directly with the student to discuss their work. Students may of course use this facility to talk to each other – maybe this will lead to new links and alliances".
Professor O’Brien goes on to talk about the benefits of the competition to Europe: "YEAR2008 promotes the work of the young researchers in our universities and institutes. This work is important, not just for the work itself, but also for the human resource that it produces. This new generation of transport experts will be the future leaders in the industry". 

For further information please contact…

YEAR2008 Co-ordinator: Professor Eugene O’Brien; or YEAR2008 Project Manager: Sue Murphy

UCD Urban Institute Ireland, University College Dublin, Dublin 4, Ireland
Email: year@ucd.ie
Web: http://year.fehrl.org
Tel: +353 1716 2721
Notes: 1 'Europe' is defined as the European Union, EU Candidate Countries, Potential EU Candidate Countries and the European Economic Area. 
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